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Review of Kerner Commission Report of the 1960s
In the early 21st century, the American criminal justice system was put on a test with the continuing grapple with increased perceptions of as well as the reality of unfairness. Racial and ethnic disparities became a common concept in the criminal justice system. The minority communities remained underrepresented in policing and overrepresented in crime-related activities such as delinquency, offending and victimization. As a result, the Kerner Commission Report concluded that the United States was moving toward two distinct societies; one occupied by the whites and the other the minorities such as black. The report showed that each of these two societies was separated by distinct features such as inequalities. This essay highlights the key findings of the Kerner Report and how changes introduced in the police department have changed the policing today, about 50 years later. 
Based on the report, some of the police practices that created problems with the racial and ethnic minority communities include racial discrimination. Wilson (1989) cites that following the racial unrest in the U.S major cities such as New York, President Lyndon Johnson ordered a commission to be formed to look into the matter to determine what happened, why it happened and what could be done to prevent from happening again. The police use of deadly force on the black people in the black ghetto was a key idea behind riots in North Carolina and New York. The case study material shows that the white police officers patrolling in the black ghetto became a symbol of the white supremacy and authority over the minority races. However, the unjustified killings of the black Americans more than eight times further intensified the riots. Racial discrimination was deeply rooted in the criminal justice system (Wilson, 1989). The Kerner Commission Report cited hostility between the police and the ghetto communities as the primary cause of the riots and violence in the black American residence (Wilson, 1989). However, such hostility was created by the discrimination and police use of deadly force on the minority communities. 
Another key finding involved overrepresentation of the minority communities in crime-related activities and underrepresentation in police service. Most of the police officers were whites; few of them were from the minority racial groups. As a result, the majority of the minority racial groups were arrested and often accused of crime-related involvement. The rate of delinquency, victimization, and offending became more related to the black American community. However, this may have been contributed by various reasons including racial discrimination, unprofessional police personnel, and underrepresentation of the black people in the police service. The commission highlighted the above three reasons for the failure of the police service and criminal justice system. The commission found that the police departments lacked proper prosecution processes. 
However, in attempt to eliminate these abrasive police practices the commission recommended some serious policy changes that would later impact the American policing. For instance, the commission recommended that more black Americans be recruited and trained to join the police service. The report also recommended more training for all the police officers because there was little police training. The professionalization of the police service was also recommended to enhance the arrest, prosecution, and sentencing processes. All these recommendations lead to the changes and reforms that saw the American police fully reformed 50 years later. Some of these changes can be seen today; there are more black Americans in the police service and criminal justice system. The American police system has been professionalized with improved facilities and police academies. Despite the reforms, Williams (2018) states that 50 years down the line, very little can be seen regarding racial equality. Even though police brutality, racial segregation and other disparities are still cited in some parts of the United States, but the findings of the Kerner Commission Report in the 1960s contributed significantly to the reformed police services Americans have today (Williams, 2018). 
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